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1814.1 Naturalist's — Meteorological Report. 81 

Down (South) — " The quantity sown this year has not been estimated, but it is reported 
to have been considerably less than last year. The greatest proportion of it was Ameri- 
can. No seed is reported to have been saved." 

Fermanagh. — "The quantity sown in this County is estimated at 1000 hhds., 800 of 
which were from America and Riga, 100 British, and 100 home saved Seed, which is 
supposed to have occupied 1750 acres. These quantities are less than those of the pre- 
ceding year. The Crops looked very well, but some of the Seed was sown too late. A 
large portion of American Seed is supposed to have been mixed with that which was 
sown for Riga, in this County. The Inspecting Officer was inclined to be of that opi- 
nion at the period of examination, in which he has been since confirmed, by many of 
the growers informing him, that their Crops were ail of unequal lengths. 50 hhds. are 
supposed to have been saved." 

Monaghan. — " The quantity sown in this County is estimated at 3150 hhds., which 
is supposed to have occupied 6.300 acres. The quantity sown this season is more than 
that of last year, but the Crops not so productive, nor is the quality so good. It is in 
great demand, however, at present, the price from 1 Is. 6d. to 14*. per stone. 1000 hhds. 
are supposed to have been saved.'* 

Cavan. — " One third only of the usual quantity of Flaxseed is supposed to have been 
town this year, and the quality of the Crops inferior to that of former seasons. The 
uncertainty of procuring Seed caused many of the farmers to sow their ground intended 
for Flax with Grain. No Riga reached this County last spring. New American, par- 
ticularly that from Boston and New York, produced well. The home-saved, where 
it was sufficiently ripe and early sown, yielded a Crop equal to the best American." 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From the 20th December, 1813, to lie 20th January, 1814. 

From observations made in the neighbourhood of Belfast. Latitude 54° 55 min. 45 sec. 
Longitude 5° 58 min. 14 sec. West of London. 

The fatal effects of the great degree of cold which has of late prevailed, on the exotic 
plants, cannot as yet be ascertained ; but every lover of the country must regret the 
destruction which has come upon the feathered creation, from the starvation, 
and the remorseless waste of their lives by those who, dead to every feeling of benevo- 
lence, take pleasure in inflicting pain and death on all within their power, It is to be 
feared, that many seasons must pass, before they recruit their numbers. Our groves 
and fields will not now, ae heretofore, be filled with harmony, and those insects which 
have, in the state of eggs, or deep-buri.ed larvae, defied the severest cold, now that 
we are deprived of those guards who set bounds to. their unlimited, increase, will issue 
forth in unusual numbers, showing to thoughtless man, that the laws which govern 
the Universe are perfect ! 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

from the 20/* December, 18)3, to the 20"th January, 1814. 

From.oiter'oations made in the neighbourhood of Belfast. Latitude 54^ '35 min. 45 sec. 
Longitude 5° 58 min. 14 see. West of Londun. 

Judging from the mild seasons which, for a series of years, we have experienced, we 
were led to believe, that such a change had taken place in our atmosphere, as would 
exempt us for ever from the rigours of Winter, to such a degree as had been felt by 
our forefathers ; this Winter has, however, convinced us, that no dependence can be 
placed upon any calculations made from our present knowledge of Meteorology,'and 
:hat until we can with certainty predict the course and continuance of the Winds, we 
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can never prognosticate what weather we may expect. This season, the continuance of 
the Wind in the East for a longer time than usual, has produced such a degree of cold, 
as the oldest person in Ireland, now alive, cannot remember. Notwithstanding the 
rise of the tide, a sheet of ice has covered the Bay of Belfast, strong enough to enable 
people to walk about, with perfect safety, over the channel, and full half a mile from 
the quays. Lough Neagh has been also' so much frozen, as to allow people on horse- 
back to ride into Ram's-Island, situated, it is said, two miles from the shore. The 
Thermometer has indicated a degree of cold, which for a series of years has been 
but once or twice approached, but never equalled. During the time of the greatest 
cold, the Thermometer often exhibited what has been observed before, but as yet re- 
mained unnoticed in any publication, that the greatest cold prevailed at sun-rise, but 
as this will be best seen by the regular registry of the changes, it is here subjoined. 



Dec. 21, The Thermometer stood, at 9 a.m., at 45° 
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.A pleasant day, windy and wet 
at night. 



Wet evening. 
Fine. 

.Fine day; hoar frost remained 
all day. 

28°. ..Hard frost. 

35°.. .A fine day ; thawing. 
42°. ..Fine thaw 

29°.. .Frosty. 

31°. ..Misty ; so that the sun was de- 
prived of its dazzling bright- 
ness. 

28°,. .Misty day; thawing. 

36°.. .Dark dry day, a shower at night. 

36°.. .Dry cold day. 

23°,. .Frosty at night, with some hail. 

30°.. .Frosty, 

50°., .Frosty; some snow during the 
night. ' 

17°... Fine bright day ; at 4 p.m. Ther- 
mometer S0°> 

24°.. At 9, 23°; at 11, 25°. 

24 a ...At half past 8, 21 1°; at 9, 22°; 
at 10, 25°; snow at night. 

27 J.. .At 9, 29 ; snow fell finches deep. 

27°.. .At 9, 28 j deep snow falling 
most part of the day. 

23°.. .At 9, 24°; at 4 p.m., 31°; road* 
filled with snow, all inter- 
course stopped. 

140,. .At 9 f i 4 o. at i£ PJI<> ifiO. at 
4J p.m., 14»; at 10 P.M., 23.* 

26§...At 9, 27°; dark day, with a 
slight breeze from the East. 

30°.. .At 9, 31°; mild day. 

28°.. .At 3 p.m., 32" 

ll°...At9, 17° 

S0°...Dark cloudy day. 

28^. ..Dark; threatening rain. 

30°.. .At 9, 26*; bright day. 



During this period, there has been but trifling changes observed in the Barometer. 
On the I3lh, it was as high as 30°, on the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 19th, it stood at 29,3; 
the rest of.the time it varied between these two points. 

From the 4th of January, the Wind has been observed NJE. 7 times ; S.E. 5 ; N.W. 3 ; 
S.W. 4 ; so that the prevalence has been Easterly. 



